THE TRAGEDT OF RAMS AT MACDOJfALD
fifty nations ranged themselves on her side. Had Britain kept
her word, the League would have become paramount and the
direction and drive of world politics would have been turned
in the direction of international co-operation and world peace.
Had Britain kept her word, the invasion of Abyssinia would
have come to a sudden and decisive end,1 The prestige of
Mussolini in Italy could not have survived his failure in Africa.
The League of Nations, which would thus have acquired "
power and authority, would definitely have meant the end of
dictatorships in Europe.
When after the election Baldwin before the eyes of the world,
renounced his pledges, he struck a deadly blow at the authority
of the League and destroyed absolutely the cause of collective
security. Shocked and disillusioned the League of Nations
lost faith in the honour of British statesmen, Baldwin's betrayal
gave a free hand to the dictators, of which they were quick
to take advantage.
International law lost all authority. The dictators suddenly
realized that they could work their will with impunity.
With the League of Nations discredited and deserted, power
politics took the place of the reign of law, a new age of primitive
barbarism was ushered in and the dictators, east and west,
began to march. Hitler, repudiating his treaty obligations,
marched first into the Rhinehmd and then into Austria.
Mussolini marched into demilitarized Spain. Japan marched
into China, And now the world from Tokio to Washington
with frantic fury arms for Armageddon,
There is no doubt that the British people still put their
trust in the setting up of a system by which the rule of law
should take the place of the rule offeree. In 1935 Baldwin
would not listen to the voice of the people, and tlie voice of
the people was never more truly the voice of God. That voice
was not heeded ; the will of the people for peace was spurned,
the desire of the democracy for international co-operation in
the cause of peace repudiated.
For the world chaos and the international crimes that
followed, for the atrocities in China, for the brutalities in,
Abyssinia, for the butchery in Spain, the British Prime Minister
must bear a major responsibility,
* Mussolini's admissions in Marshal Badaglio's book on the Abyssinian Cam-
paign confirm this.
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